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Posted: May 23, 2013 Tweet
SALEM, Va. - The No. 19-ranked Central Oklahoma Bronchos used
two key extra-base hits to down No. 4 Armstrong, 5-2, in the opening
game of the 2013 NCAA DII Softball Championships at the James I.
Moyer Complex in Salem, Va., on Thursday.
Central Oklahoma (48-11) advances to take on Molloy - a 5-4 winner
in eight innings on Thursday - at 4:00 p.m. on Friday, while Armstrong
(42-9-1) will face No. 3-ranked and defending national champion
Valdosta State in an elimination game on Saturday at Noon.
With the game scoreles in the top of the third inning, two errors by the
Pirates directly led to the Bronchos' first two runs of the game. Leadoff
hitter Hannah Justus reached on a throwing error by shortstop Alexis
Mercer, but Pirate hurler Megan Barnwell was able to retire the next
two batters out, bringing up DII second team All-American Kacie
Edwards. Edwards lifted a pop foul over towards the third base bag, but Armstrong third baseman Kacie Patterson couldn't
corral the popup, and the error extended the at-bat. Edwards then launched a two-run home run to deep left center field,
plating two runs and giving the Bronchos a 2-0 lead.
Armstrong answered back in the bottom of the third inning as Haley Ellis reached on a one-out single just off the shortstop's
glove into left field, then one batter later, Shelby Duff went opposite field for a two-run home run to right, tying the game at
2-all.












K a yl e e Br u n s o n. Ar m st or n g r eli e v er R a c h el R e y n ol d s  e nt er e d t h e g a m e a n d, aft er w al ki n g a n d hitti n g a b att er, g a v e u p a
s a crifi c e fl y t o c e nt er fi el d off t h e b at of H a yl e y H u d s o n t o m a k e t h e s c or e 5- 2.
Aft er t h at it w a s all C e ntr al O kl a h o m a l eft h a n d er K al y n n S c hr o c k. Aft er gi vi n g u p t h e h o m e r u n t o D uff, S c hr o c k r etir e d 1 3 i n
a r o w t o cl o s e o ut t h e g a m e, stri ki n g o ut 1 0 of t h o s e 1 3 b att er s. S c hr o c k ( 3 1- 6) fi ni s h e d t h e g a m e wit h t h e t w o- hitt er, gi vi n g
u p j u st t w o r u n s w hil e stri ki n g o ut 1 5 t o n ot c h t h e vi ct or y f or t h e Br o n c h o s.
M e g a n B ar n w ell ( 2 6- 5) t o o k t h e l o s s f or t h e Pir at e s, gi vi n g u p si x hit s a n d fi v e r u n s - t hr e e e ar n e d - i n f o ur- pl u s i n ni n g s of
w or k, w al ki n g o n e w hil e stri ki n g o ut t hr e e.
" W ell, w e' v e h a d o ur b a c k s a g ai n st t h e w all i n t hi s pr o c e s s, a n d s o w e' v e at l e a st e x p eri e n c e d c o mi n g t hr o u g h t h e l o s er s
br a c k et i n t h e r e gi o n al," Ar m str o n g h e a d c o a c h T e d E v a n s s ai d. " W e' v e g ot e n o u g h pit c hi n g, s o w e'r e still c o nfi d e nt w e c a n
m a k e a r u n."
"[ S c hr o c k] t hr e w a b all t h at w a s s n e a k y f a st," E v a n s s ai d a b o ut U C O pit c h er K al y n n S c hr o c k. " W e w er e b e hi n d it all d a y
l o n g, a n d it t h e b all h a d a littl e ri s e t o it, a n d w e di d n't a dj u st t o t h o s e t w o t hi n g s."
All y D zi a d ul a h a d t w o hit s i n t h e c o nt e st t o p a c e t h e Br o n c h o att a c k, w hil e D uff' s t w o r u n h o m e r u n - h er ni nt h of t h e s e a s o n
a n d t h e 2 5t h of h er c ar e er - l e d t h e Pir at e s at t h e pl at e.
Cli c k h er e  t o vi e w t h e p o st- g a m e pr e s s c o nf er e n c e of h e a d c o a c h T e d E v a n s a n d s e ni or c e nt er fi el d er S h el b y D uff.
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